Diabetes Mellitus (Dog)

Diabetes mellitus is a disease of the pancreas, a small organ responsible for producing digestive
enzymes, and insulin. Insulin regulates and controls the delivery of glucose (sugar) in the body. To put
it simply, diabetes mellitus is the condition that results from the failure of the pancreas to regulate
blood sugar. Clinical signs of diabetes are therefore related to elevated concentrations of blood
glucose (high blood sugar), and the inability of the body to use glucose as an energy source.

Understanding Canine Diabetes

Since the body is unable to store glucose, the body is starving. This is why dogs with diabetes
eat ravenously, but continue to lose weight. The excess glucose in the blood spills over into
the urine. Sugar attracts water, which is what causes your pet to have an increase in thirst

and urination.
What are the clinical signs?
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It is important to note that the biggest predisposing factor for diabetes mellitus in dogs
is being overweight.

How is diabetes mellitus diagnosed?

Diabetes is diagnosed based on clinical signs, persistently elevated blood glucose, and glucose
present in the urine. In cases that are not caught early, a more advanced and severe form of the
disease may be present, called diabetic ketoacidosis (DKA). Ketones are toxic breakdown products
of glucose, which circulate in the blood and make an animal feel sick, and can be life-threatening.



How Is Diabetes Mellitus Treated?
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Signs of hypoglycemia include:

e Weakness

e Lethargy

e Unsteadiness

e Seizures
If you see any of these signs, seek immediate
veterinary care. We can provide an emergency plan
to follow at home before heading to the hospital. .
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¢ If your dog shows signs of hypoglycemia

e [f they miss two meals in a row

e [f they have vomiting, diarrhea, or any Call us at 671-646-CARE (2273) during business hours.
Our after-hour's care contact number is
unexpected issues 671-929-4904 and then follow the instructions.



