EAR INFECTIONS
(OTITIS EXTERNA)

Infection of the external ear canal, called otitis externa, is very
common in our dogs. Ear infections can occur in any breed.

Ear infections are painful.
Common symptoms include:

e Head shaking and scratching at the ear
e Discharge, foul odor, redness
e Stenotic (narrow) ear canals and thickened ears
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How is this condition treated?

Ear medications and an ear cleaner will be prescribed to keep the ear clean while treating. If
your pet does not tolerate regular ear medications, there are long-acting
ear medications that can be used.
Advanced cases may require antibiotics and/or steroids.

How can | prevent ear infections?

Ear cleanings for maintenance, and after
swimming and bathing can drastically
reduce the number of ear infections that
your pet has. It is also important to treat
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